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Federal Emergency Management Agency

Agenda

 Welcome from FEMA Office of Emerging 
Threats (OET) – Steve Chase

 Updates from CRCPD HS/ER-4 Committee 
– Bill Irwin

 Kelly Gillette receiving Type 3 and Type 2 
Certifications – ROSS Qualification Review 
Board (QRB)

 Quarterly Problem Set: a LLNL Responder 
Training Video – Angela Leek

 Closing Remarks – Steve Chase, FEMA OET

Federal Emergency Management Agency 2

https://www.crcpd.org/
accessed 6/24/23.

https://www.gao.gov/products/gao-19-164
accessed 2/23/23.
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FEMA Office of Emerging Threats

Opening Remarks

Steve Chase



FEMA OET Updates

 FEMA CBRN is now the FEMA Office of Emerging Threats (OET).

 Working to plan offerings of initial PER-388 ROSS courses and Virtual 
Evaluation Scenario Tool continuing education courses for FY 24 and 
beyond with CTOS and FEMA National Training and Education Division. 

 New Position Qualification officially added a Type 4 ROSS as the 
designation upon completion of initial training and its prerequisites. Bill 
reviews later in slides.

 Working to release ROSS-prepared university educational curriculum in 
Connecticut and then other institutions.

 Leveraging the RAND study to develop a ROSS sustainment decision paper.
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ROSS Program Updates
Bill Irwin, CRCPD Homeland Security/Emergency Response Committee 4



State ROSS Coordinator/Authority Having Jurisdiction Calls

 Forty-seven State ROSS Coordinators and Authorities Having 
Jurisdiction attended one of two calls accounting for all but two 
ROSS States.

 Stimulated a lot of new work, especially to provide states procedural 
guidance and to plan more initial ROSS training in underserved 
jurisdictions.

 Working on getting thirtieth state to assign a State ROSS 
Coordinator.

 It was clear we needed more people in CRCPD HS/ER-4 to help with 
more work.
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State Certifying Officials and State ROSS Coordinators
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EmailState ROSS Coord.EmailCertifying OfficialStateNo.

jerome.coleman@adph.state.al.usJerome Colemancason.coan@adph.state.al.usCason CoanAlabama1

bernard.bevill@arkansas.govBernard Bevillbernard.bevill@arkansas.govBernard BevillArkansas2

juan.garcia@@cdph.ca.govJuan GarciaAnthony.Chu@cdph.ca.govAnthony Chu, ActingCalifornia3

Jeffrey.Semancik@ct.govJeff SemancikJeffrey.Semancik@ct.govJeff SemancikConnecticut4

john.williamson@flhealth.govJohn Williamsonclark.eldredge@flhealth.govClark EldridgeFlorida5

ceckstein@dhs.IN.govCourtney Ecksteinceckstein@dhs.IN.govCourtney EcksteinIndiana6

khequ@iastate.eduScott Wendtpatricia.riesberg@idph.iowa.govPatty RiesbergIowa7

jason.meinholdt@ks.govJason Meinholdtjason.meinholdt@ks.govJason MeinholdtKansas8

mattheww.mckinley@ky.govMatt McKinleymattheww.mckinley@ky.govMatt McKinleyKentucky9

jessica.walker@la.govJessica Walkerjerry.lang@la.govJerry LangLouisiana10

marci.catlett@maryland.govMarci Catletteva.nair@maryland.govEva NairMaryland11

skuttd@michigan.govDavid Skuttwentwortht@michigan.govT.R. WentworthMichigan12

brandon.juran@state.mn.usBrandon Juranmary.navara@state.mn.usMary NavaraMinnesota13

jeremy.wilson@health.mo.govjeremy Wilsonjohn.langston@health.mo.govJohn LangstonMissouri14

aharisis@unl.eduAhaileas (Larry) Harisisbecki.harisis@nebraska.govBecki HarisisNebraska15

jfollette@health.nv.govJohn Follettejfollette@health.nv.govJohn FolletteNevada16

Brennen.brunner@dhhs.nh.govBrennen Brunneraugustinus.ong@dhhs.nh.govAugustinus OngNew Hampshire17

patrick.mulligan@dep.nj.govPatrick Mulliganpatrick.mulligan@dep.nj.govPatrick MulliganNew Jersey18

cynthia.costello@health.ny.govCynthia Costelloalex.damiani@health.ny.govAlex DamianiNew York19

terri.richards@ncdps.govTerri Richardsdavid.crowley@dhhs.nc.govDavid CrowleyNorth Carolina20

william.lohner@odh.ohio.govWilliam Lohnergene.philips@odh.ohio.govGene PhilipsOhio21

hillary.k.haskins@oha.oregon.govHillary Haskinsdavid.m.howe@oha.oregon.govDavid HoweOregon22

dbaracco@pa.govDavid Baraccodwshearer@pa.govDwight ShearerPennsylvania23

alexander.hamm@health.ri.govAlex Hammalexander.hamm@health.ri.govAlex HammRhode Island24

gauthinl@dhec.sc.govNathan Gauthierjenkinse@dhec.sc.govSusan JenkinsSouth Carolina25

andrew.holcomb@tn.govAndrew Holcombbeth.shelton@tn.govBeth SheltonTennessee26

chris.moore@dshs.texas.govChris Moorelisa.bruedigan@dshs.texas.govLisa BruediganTexas27

william.irwin@vermont.govWilliam Irwinwilliam.irwin@vermont.govWilliam IrwinVermont28

brian.iverson@vdem.virginia.govBrian Iversonlea.perlas@vdh.virginia.govLea Anna PerlasVirginia29

jason.k.lively@wv.govJason Livelytera.E.Patton@wv.govTera PattonWest Virginia30

charles.adams@dhs.wisconsin.govCharles Adamsmark.paulson@dhs.wisconsin.govMark PaulsonWisconsin31

• Thirty-one states have indicated 
their interest in having a ROSS 
Program and identified a State 
ROSS Coordinator.

• SRCs will help:
• Help new people become 

ROSS
• Trained ROSS get 

assimilated into the state 
emergency response and 
recovery organization, and

• ROSS connect with task 
evaluators and the state 
Certifying Official.



HS/ER-4 Subcommittee Organization So Far

 We could use more of you as volunteers to help us out.

 You simply join CRCPD as an associate (part of State Radiation Control 
Program) or affiliate member (not part of State Radiation Control Program).

 You can start here: https://www.crcpd.org/page/MemberApp. 
 Volunteer to join the Homeland Security/Emergency Response Committee 4 

(HS/ER-4) here: https://www.crcpd.org/general/custom.asp?page=wgform. 

 Bill Irwin will invite you to meetings. Contact him with specific questions, sub-
committee requests or complaints: william.Irwin@vermont.gov. 

 You can see on the next slides we have lots to do and plenty of need for 
volunteers.
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Assumptions about the HS/ER-4 Subcommittees

 CRCPD HS/ER-4 is at top with State ROSS Task Forces at bottom.

 ROSS Steering Committee is National in Orientation

 State ROSS Task Forces guided by national criteria established by ROSS 
Steering Committee and aided by CRCPD HS/ER-4

 State ROSS Task Forces have flexibility needed for differences between 
state, but must comply with National Incident Management System 
Guideline for the National Qualification System (FEMA 2017) doctrine.

 Uses NIMS/ICS tenets of span of control and chain of command.



ROSS Steering 
Committee

FEMA OET

DHS NUSTL

DOE NNSA

CRCPD HS/ER-4

CRCPD HS/ER-4 
Committee
Bill Irwin, Chair

ROSS PTB 
Advancement and 

Certification 
Subcommittee

Nancy Stanley, Chair

Members

David Skutt
Ken Yale

Records Management 
Subcommittee

Tanya Ridgle, Chair

Members

Qualification Review 
Board Subcommittee

Bill Irwin, Chair

Members

Angela Leek
Matt McKinley

Tanya Ridgle

Exercise and EMAC 
Deployment 

Subcommittee

Adela Salame-Alfie, Chair

Members

Stephan Brown

Greg Funderburk

ROSS Training 
Subcommittee

Angela Leek, Chair

Members

Jeff Semancik

Matt McKinley
Andrew Holcomb

Cindy Costello

Student Recruitment 
Subcommittee

Mark Maiello, Chair

Members

Networking 
Subcommittee

Stephan Brown, Chair

Members

Bruce Hirschler (CRCPD)
Adela Salame-Alfie

Shea Shelton

Norman Miller

State ROSS Task 
Forces

31 States 6/28/2023

FEMA OET Contract 
Support

Sara Baltozer



Working on new ROSS procedure manual

 Sara Baltozer took over as FEMA OET 
Contract Support in February 2023.

 She has a lot of great ideas and is 
creating excellent products for us to 
use.

 We hope to provide all the ROSS, the 
State ROSS Coordinators (SRC) and 
the Authorities Having Jurisdiction 
(AHJ) copies before the next call.

 We will use the manual for additional 
training of SRC and AHJ.
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 FEMA National Integration Center approved revision of the ROSS Position Qualification 
(FEMA 509) on 31 March. 2023.

 Note the PTBs here. They do not have the forms or instructions found in the 2019 
version. The forms are needed for evaluation records and certification.

The ROSS Position Qualification (FEMA 509) has been revised

12

https://rtlt.preptoolkit.fema.gov/Public/Combined?q=radiological
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Introduction



Description

Federal Emergency Management Agency 14



Education, Training and Experience
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Fitness, Currency, Certifications, Notes and References
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Counterterrorism Operations Support Training

 CTOS Initial ROSS Classes

 Sacramento, California course scheduled for October 23-26, 2023.

 Los Angeles, California course scheduled for December 11-14, 
2023.

 Working with points of contact in Massachusetts, Nebraska, 
Kentucky and Utah for new classes in FY 2024.

 As noted, plan to pilot the nuclear detonation (Nuc Det) and 
radiological dispersal device (RDD) Virtual Evaluation Scenario 
Tool (VEST) in FY 2023.

 Focus on deep dives into response during didactic and completing 
tasks through multiple practical exercises.
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https://www.ctosnnsa.org/pdfs/
NNSS-CTOS-U-0005-Rev02.pdf
accessed 2/23/23.
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 We have many ROSS who have been working on task completion in their Type 
3, 2 and 1 Position Task Books (PTBs).

 The QRB is expecting several to be reviewed between now and the next ROSS 
Quarterly Call the week of 25 September 2023. 

 There are three folks, one for Type 1 and two for Type 3, from Texas already 
lined up.

 We hope that we can have multiple ROSS certify for advancing type each 
quarterly call as we go on.

The Qualification Review Board (QRB)
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 This quarter, we have one person who has completed certification for Type 3 
and Type 2: Kelly Gillette of Iowa.

 In addition to being well known by Angela Leek her past ROSS Mentor, Kelly has 
been working very closely with many of us on the ROSS continuing education at 
the 2022 and 2023 NREP and CRCPD conferences.

 Please join me in celebrating the certification of our newest Type 2 ROSS –
Kelly Gillette!

The Qualification Review Board (QRB) Certification for June 2023
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Kelly presented yet another way to efficiently document her task completion
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Kelly presented yet another new way to document her task completion
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Kelly presented yet another new way to document her task completion
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Kelly presented yet another new way to document her task completion
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Kelly presented yet another new way to document her task completion
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Kelly presented yet another new way to document her task completion
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Kelly presented yet another new way to document her task completion
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 We know we have many other people in the pipeline.

 We know it takes time and effort to document this, but it is a national certification 
requirement.

 Please wrap up your documentation with your evaluator(s) and Authority Having 
Jurisdiction.

 If you have any questions, let’s hear them now.

 The QRB is available to answer questions after this meeting, too. 

 Please reach us through me, william.Irwin@vermont,gov.

Let’s celebrate more ROSS advancement every quarter!
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ROSS Competency Maintenance
Angela Leek, CRCPD Homeland Security/Emergency Response Committee 4



ROSS Quarterly Problem Set – June 2023
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ROSS Quarterly Problem Set – June 2023
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ROSS Quarterly Problem Set 
June 2023
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Closing Remarks
Steve Chase, FEMA Office of Emerging Threats

Any Questions:

Contact FEMA-ROSS@FEMA.DHS.GOV


