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Brief Overview of RRVC Program

• Started in 2009 with the Volunteer Radiation Professionals Roundtable 
focused on the development of a radiological volunteer corps that could be 
activated by local authorities in the event of a large-scale radiological event. 

• This roundtable was sponsored by CDC Radiation Studies Branch.
• Participants identified gaps and supported the need for a project that would 

evaluate the feasibility and sustainability of recruiting, training and using 
radiation volunteers to enhance radiological preparedness capabilities. 

• The project would assess the budgetary requirements, legal liabilities of 
local, state, and federal entities, and other technical and administrative 
considerations.  
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• Development of a process for identifying, training, and registering volunteers who 
have knowledge and experience in radiation health and health physics and are willing 
to be called upon during a radiation emergency to support response activities which 
require knowledge and experience with health physics.

• Targeted volunteers include individuals currently working in hospitals, universities, 
nuclear power plants, and in other professions where their area of focus involves 
radioactive materials, health physics, or radiation health.

• The use of RRVC individuals was focused on population monitoring and supporting a 
community reception center in the roles of radiological monitoring, contamination 
control, decontamination, and other health physics-specific roles not able to be 
filled by a local public health or emergency management department.
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• Mini-grants offered by CRCPD to states (RFP sent out 
November 2009)

• Contracts offered to Florida, Kansas, New York City, 
North Carolina, Ohio, Oregon  

• Major accomplishments:
Establishment of a volunteer registry
Development of training program
Offering of training
Some were also able to schedule a drill or exercise
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RRVC Project – Other Accomplishments

• Increased awareness
• Identified potential volunteers from a pool of radiation professionals
• Identified options for mobilizing volunteers and conducted training to engage 

them
• Created a library of training materials and sample programs (stored on 

CRCPD Website)
• Initiated a process for registering volunteers
• Engaged with radiation professional societies and MRCs
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Current Status
• In 2024 CRCPD established Task Force HS-ER19 charged with:

• Getting an update on the status of RRVCs across the country
• Based on the status, develop a plan to promote and support new and 

existing RRVC programs
• Review and update the content of the CRCPD RRVC page and toolkit and 

ensure the content is current and relevant
• Promote tools and training available with RRVCs to continue engagement.
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Current Status - 2

• Not listed in the charge…but very important to the Task Force
• Work with the ROSS program to leverage existing ROSS expertise across 

the country to support states and localities that want to start or continue 
having an RRVC program and

• Provide an opportunity to ROSS to work in their community to help train 
and exercise with local RRVCs and become a resource to their program

• Sent a short survey to all the State Radiation Control Program Directors 
asking if they had an RRVC program or similar

• 22 States responded.  Only 4 of those indicated they have an active 
RRVC program

• Subsequently we learned that 2 more states have an active program



A Partnership Dedicated to Radiation Protection

Current Status - 3

• Sent a follow-up letter with more details and received additional 
responses including from states that don’t have a program but are 
interested in having one or learning more about it

• Planned briefing during ROSS March 31 call (today!)
• We will have a more detailed presentation during the ROSS training at 

NREP on Monday, April 21st, and will query ROSS interest in participating 
in this program

• Will have a follow-up hybrid meeting at the end of the ROSS training (also 
on April 21st) with those interested in learning more and/or participating in 
this program

• Will have a presentation during the CRCPD meeting, and if there is 
enough interest will request a Special Interest Meeting
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HS/ER-19 Contacts:

Adela Salame-Alfie (HS/ER-19 Chairperson)
salamealfie8@gmail.com

Tanya Ridgle (HS/ER-19 member)
Tanya.ridgle@cdph.ca.gov

Sherwin Levinson (HS-ER-19 member)
director@mrcgem.com

Kim Steves (HS/ER-19 Resource Individual)
ksteves@crcpd.org

QUESTIONS?



























SEE SLIDES  ON HSIN TO VIEW IMAGE

Controlled Unclassified Information Redacted 



SEE SLIDES ON HSIN TO VIEW IMAGE

Controlled Unclassified Information Redacted



SEE SLIDES ON HSIN TO VIEW IMAGE

Controlled Unclassified Information Redacted



SEE SLIDES ON HSIN TO VIEW IMAGE

Controlled Unclassified Information Redacted



SEE SLIDES ON HSIN TO VIEW IMAGE

Controlled Unclassified Information Redacted



SEE SLIDES ON HSIN TO VIEW IMAGE

Controlled Unclassified Information Redacted











“Being deployed for an exercise as a ROSS 
is interesting, frustrating, educational, 

exhausting, and weirdly a lot of fun.”

- N. Stanley
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